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of her nephew Charles and his advisers, than under the more genial supervision of her father.
The Emperor still continued to seek her help in various matters, such as the appointment of old friends to various offices, or pensions if they were past work; showing constant testimony to his kind heart. He had also always found his daughter's intervention of great use with regard to the King of England, and she is now asked to urgently remind Henry VIII that he has not yet paid a certain sum of 10,000 gold florins, which had been promised some time before.
In the spring of 1517, another diplomatic agreement was made between Maximilian, his son Charles, and Fra^ois I of France, in which there were secret articles concerning two new fiefs of the Empire. The Emperor was to use his authority to create a kingdom of Lombardy for the King of France, and at the same time a kingdom of Italy, composed of Venice, Tuscany, and other States of Central Italy, to be bestowed upon his younger grandson Ferdinand. It is very doubtful, however, whether any of the princes concerned really expected to succeed in carrying out this preposterous arrangement. In any case, it came to nothing, for the influence of Maximilian was now a negligible power in the affairs of Europe, and it was not until five years later, that his grandson Charles, as Emperor and King of Spain, had the upper hand in the relentless strife between the Houses of Hapsburg and Valois.
Maximilian had failed in Italy, but his diplomacy was successful in securing the rule of his descendants in the east and west, until their lands extended frometic to remember
